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ROEL S, BEICEARIY,

The population of the United States is far better educated today than it
has ever heen, and by some measures, that's a national success story. In 1971,
only 12 percent of adults aged twentv-five vears and older held a bachelor’s
degree or higher. By 2012, that proportion had increased to 31 percent.
During that same period, the percentage of adults who had finished at least
some college increased from 22 to 57 percent. The pipeline to college is also
expanding, as rates of high-school completion have been rising; between 1971
and 2012, the proportion of the 1S, adult population who had completed high
school increased from 57 to 88 percent.

While these gains are notable, they have also been uneven across income
levels, racial and ethaic lines, and sexes, and according to several experts,
those inequities have been increasing. America has become a more diverse
society, bu{t‘highermecﬁication attainment has not kept pace.

Ay
Nearly twenty million pecple now attend college in the United States —

more than sixteen million of them undergraduates and the rest pursuing
advanced degrees. In popular culture, the “typical college student” is a voung

person who enrolls right out of high school at a fourvear residential college.

-g-The reality, however, is a lot different.  IFor one, many of those attending
‘coiiege today are not fulktime students. In fact, about 37 percent of all
undergraduates attend parttime. (At community colleges, nearly six of ten
students attend on a part-time basis.) Most of these who attend part-time do
s0 because they also work — and some of them work a lot. Nearly a third of
all undergraduates work thirty-five hours a week or more. Many also have

family responsibilities; nearly a quarter of them are parents, and more than

-— 20 — OMI1(468—21)



one in ¢ight is a single parent.

The “typical” college student is also aging. More than a third of college
students are aged twenty-five years and older, and that population of students
has been growing at a faster rate than the number of younger students. This
pattern is projected to confinue, in part because colleges face a decline 1n3h10h
school graduates over the next few vears and, as a result, will focus more on
rvecruiting older students. Changes in the economy and high unemployment
rates may also prompt adults to start or return to college for additional
training and certificates.

Recently, however, that has not been the case. Between fall 2011 and fall

2013, college enrollment dropped, particularly among older students. Analysts

speculate that with the economy improving, some of those adults were
choosing work over school. For the decade ending in 2021, the National Center
for Education Statistics has predicted a 13-percent increase in enrollments of
students younger than twenty-five years and a rise of 14 percent in the
enrollment of students aged twenty-five vears and older. By 2021, it predicts
that students older than twenty-five will compose about 42 percent of the
college population,

(18 Goldie Blumenstyk, American Higher Education in Crisis? 2015, —
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RO ETS, BEICEALRS,

As a teacher or anyone who works with language learners knows,
language learners make a lot of mistakes. This applies to children as well as
adults, Today I told my four-year-old that we were having spaghetti for dinner
and he satd, psghetti? Just for the fun of it, 1 said, No, it’s not psghetti. Say
spa-ge-ti. He, being a lovely and compliant child, said psghetti. He also at four
still uses me instead of I as the subject of most of his sentences, saying things
like, Me didn’t play with Kay teday. My older children have corrected him
numerous times, and sometimes he does repeat his mistaken sentence with the
correct subject, but after a few sentences, he will revert back ip\the mistaken
one.  Children make adorable mistakes when they are ieami;g to speak a
language that seem cute because we know they will eventually outgrow them.

Adult mistakes don't seem nearly as cute, and it's clear that second
language learners never outgrow some of the mistakes that they make. Butis
that because no one has ever corrected them? A very common mistake for
Japanese learners of English is to not include a necessary ohject after a verh.
For example, if 1 asked students about their weekends, someone might say
something like, [ saw a movie. [ very enjoyed. 1 have corrected students who

have used this phrase, and some students repeat the correction after I give it

(I enjoyed IT) while others just nod. Later, | have ‘neargl the same incorrect
phrase from the same student. Another example of a mif‘éake with using the
correct verb and object is the phrase Let’s English, which means Let’s speak
English.  This mistake is actually printed on advertisements for English
conversation schools in Japan. As a teacher, [ have to admit that sometimes 1
just give up and say, OK, let’s English! Corrections seem to <o no good in
SOME Cases.

On the other hand, some corrections do seem to sink in. Teaching a group
of students at Kyushu University this semester, [ told them that when they are
talking about a list of things, that it might sound more natural in speaking to
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use the phrase and things like that instead of se on. Here is an example of
what one student said that 1 thought would sound better with the phrase and

things like that:

Today cell phones have many functions. For example, listening to music,

sending email, telephone, and so on.

The students listened to what 1 had to say, and here is what another student

then said, also about his cell phone:
But I don't use cell phone when I in theater and in class things like that.

Obviously the phrase OR PLACES like that would have sounded more natural
here. My point here is that students sometimes do take corrections and
remember them, but in some cases those corrections don't work quite the way

i
we think they will. And it seems a rule that students will remember perfectly

whatever vou tell them about naughty words in yvour language.

(Hi# : Steven Brown & Jenifer Larson-Hall, Second Language Acquisition

Myths. 2012, —#c&Z)

* IR DHEFMERETDE, £XP05 10 v 7EEHEEHL T LN,

|1 TAEDO BEREAEE, AUCE DWW THRETHHLRI YL

BE 2 PREQEOBARNIZARE, ANCEDOTHRETHMLEET L,

2| 3 THRESOEAENZAREZEZ, EXTEDHNTHERBETHALRI W,

BB 4 TEBAICOWT, EENIOLDICHELIA-HEEBY, AIZETNTH

AR THIILIZT N

— 23 — OM1(468—24)



M| koL EFES REICEARIW,

First of all, it is useful to distinguish language as a general concept from
e

individual languages. OQur defiition of linguistics makes reference to this

2
general concept and, as such, tells us that linguistics is concerned with this

general concept rather than with the study of individual languages. [t is very
difficult to give an adequate general definition of language, especially in
advance of the first steps i constructing any kind of theory of language or its
subparts. For the moment, let us define language as the communicative and
cognitive capacity that, as far as we know, most clearly distinguishes humans
from other amimals. All human societies and cultures that have ever been
discovered have language, most commonly spoken language; current estimates
are that there are over 7,000 languages spoken in the world, although
individual languages are hard to count. On the other hand, no non-human
animal has a linguistic or communicative capacity comparable to ours.g)’_l“_k_i_i_g is
3,
not to deny that communication systems of various kinds are easy to observe
in other species, but none of these systems seem to have the structural
complexity we can observe in human language. Indeed it could be argued that
language is not just unigue to our species, but a defining property of it. The

official biological name of our species (in the Linnean taxonomy) is Homo

sapiens, Latin for ‘wise man’. Since a glance at a history hook or a newspaper
4
leads one to question the wisdom of our species, one could think that Homo

{oguens (‘talking man’) might have been a better term to define us.

As just mentioned, the general concept of language, roughly defined
above, should be distinguished from individual languages. An individual
language can be taken to be a specific variant of the uniquely human capacity
defined above, usually part of a given culture: English, French, Italian, etc.
Concepts such as ‘English’ are thus, at least in part, cultural concepts. The
distinction between language (in general) and languages (individual
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languages as partly cultural entities) distinguishes fwo variants of a single
word in English. This is rather like the way we can distinguish the general
concept of cheese from individual cheeses such as Brie, Cheddar, Parmigiano
Reggiano and so on. Language and chesse are mass nouns: they mean general
concepts, Individual cultures in different parts of the world produce their local
variants of the general thing, associated with countable versions of the same
nouns, i.e. individual languages and cheeses.

(H{EL : [an Roberts, Beginning Syniax. 2023, — k2
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It's a burning hot summer afterncon. As you run up the field, vour heart
and lungs are working twice as hard as usual, and your blood is moving five
times as fast. Your legs hurt, and you feel very, very tired, but you can’t stop
now. Suddenly, the hall is coming towards vou, furning in the air.mfjik’m?,%lk%‘b

TnAE, BIZFN%E5E9: Where will it be a moment later? How can I reach

it? Where are all the other players?

You jump: nerve signals shoot through your body, and hundreds of
muscles in your legs, arms, back, and stomach move together to push you into
the air. At just the right moment you push vour neck forwards, and your head
hits the hall. It flies into the goal at 60 kilometres per hour! As you run back
down the field, six pairs of muscles move in your face, and vou smile. You
don't feel tired any more. Your body wants you to forget the pain and feel
good — s0 you can go on and win the game.

G, BTk o T AR, RIZEEIIEHN TR S5 Tt will mend

the Ildmaqe that you did to your muscles in today’s match, and do a thousand
other things to keep vou alive, Your body will make new skin and new blood,
your muscles and your hair will grow, and in the eight hours before you wake
up, your heart will beat 33, 000 times. In the morning, you may hurt all over,
hut you will be ready to start a new day.

Under your skin there is an extraordinary world full of finy living things
called cells — the smallest parts of any animal or piant )\fﬁ}@ A3 (e
HHN, BROBLDLHEDQNENS TTETINS: from your eves and your

heart to your skin and your teeth. Your boedy is like an amazing machine, with
100 trillion fiving, working parts. But unlike machines, you can think and feel.
So how does your body work? How does it make you who you are? And 5%
SRR ERBE S H O v
(W18 Alex Ravnham, The Human Body. 2014, — )
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