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KOELZEZA, REICEATL I

We think of words as the basic units of language. When a bhaby begins to
speak, the way the excited mother reports what has happened is: ‘Sally (or
Tommy) has said her {(or his) first word!’ We would be surprised at a mother
who described little Tommy's or Sally’s first utterance as a sentence.
Sentences come later, we are inclined to feel, when words are strung together
meaningfully. That is not to say that a sentence must always consist of more
than one wor((l.} One-word commands such as ‘Go!’ or ‘Sit!', although they crop
up relatively seldom in everyday conversation or reading, are not in any way
odd or un-English. Nevertheless, learning to talk in early childhood seems to
be a matter of putting words together, not of taking sentences apart.

There is a clear sense, then, in which words seem to be the building-blocks
of language. Even as adults, there are quite a few circumstances in which we

(2
use single words outside the context of any actual or reconstructabie sentence.

Here are some examples:

- warning shouts such as ‘Firel
+ conventional commands, such as ‘Lights!’, ‘Cameral’, ‘Action!’

- items on shopping lists, such as ‘carrots’, ‘cheese’, ‘eggs’.

It is clear also that words on their own, outside sentences, can be sorted
(3
and classified in various ways. A comprehensive classification of English

words according to meaning is a thesaurus, such as Roget’s Thesaurus. But the
kind of conventional classification that we are likely to refer to most often is a
dictionary, in which words are listed according to their spelling in alphabetical
order.
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Given that English spelling is so erratic, a common reason for looking up a
word in an English dictionary is to check how to spell it. But another very
common reason is fo check what it means. In fact, that is what a dictionary
entry basically consisis of: an association of a word, alphabetically listed, with
a definition of what it means, and perhaps also some information about
grammar (the word class or part of speech that the word belongs to) and its
pronunciation. Here, for example, is a specimen dictionary entry for the word

month, based on the entry given in the Concise Oxford Dictionary {6th edition}:

month noun. Any of twelve portions into which the year is divided.

It seems, then, that a word is not just a building-block of sentences: it is a
(4
building-block with a meaning that is unpredictable, or at least sufficiently

unpredictable that learners of English, and even sometimes native speakers,

may need to consult a dictionary in order to discover it.

(H#t : Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy, An  Introduction te  English
Morphology, 2018. —EBHZE)
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ROFTEL FiH, RENIERRT N,

From early in life, we need to learn about the world of objects. What is
safe to eat? How do you start a fire? How can you keep dry in the rain? We
can learn about the physical world by ourselves, but mostly we learn about this
world from other people. We are not necessarily learning about social aspects
of the world, but the way we learn is intensely social. We learn from others all
the time, mostly without being aware 0{12&

{1

In the 1960s, the social psychologist Albert Bandura (1963) claimed that

social learning is unlike other forms of learning because it does not need trial-

by-trial reinforcement.’ )T;‘ial—by-trial learning is a basic mechanism that is still
studied extensively inkzanimai experiments. It depends on direct experience,
We perform an action, and if the outcome is good, we repeat it. If the
outcome is bad, we try another action.

Bandura pointed out that, when we learn from others, we can have “no-
trial learning.” He proposed that, rather than learning from our own direct
experience of rewards and punishments, we can learn by witnessing the
behavior of others. Such observational learning can be seen in all animals.

Consider the red-footed turtle. These are not the most social animals.
They live lives of almost complete isolation, apart from the brief interactions
necessary for reproduction. And yet they can learn to perform a difficult task,
simply by observing and copying another turtle that has already learned how to
do it. Without a model to copy, the turtle would have to make many
unsuccessiul attempts and may never even be able to reach the goal at all.

The finding is remarkable in showing that social interest is not a
necessary precondition for social learning. Nor is the experience of maternal

(3
care a prerequisite for becoming a social learner. Folk beliefs that chiidren

must bhe socialized before they can learn by observation seem rather
questionable in this light.
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The vivid demonstration of observational learning in a nonsocial *reptile
stimulated us and others to think about the basic requirements for this type of
learning that does not require conscious processes. How do we learn from

ity
others? What are the basic tools through which we exploit the knowledge of

others and need not learn afresh? Just by inspection of random cases, we can

conclude that the major tool is copying. If we go where others g0, We are
likely to arrive in places where there is food and water, and hopefully an
absence of predators. If we eat what others eat, then the result is likely to be

nutritious rather than poisonous.

£ reptile JEHIE

(K84 : Chris Frith and Uta Frith, What Makes Us Social? 2023, — o)
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& 3 TREQEAAFICRUEI N,
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M| koHwEEHREA, REIZEZLRIN,

Like everything else, children’s memory systems develop as they grow, so
(1

they do not function the same way as adults’ memory systems. Some memory
systems develop rapidly and quite early. For example, some research shows
that fetuses can recognize their mother's voice 1-2 weeks before birth. Very
young infants develop procedural memories, like learning how to roll over.
Further, in the first year of life, babies develop many semantic memories-like
learning what a dog is, or who their caretakers are. However, assessing
whether very young children’s memories are *implicit or *explicit, and
assessing episodic memories when children are less verbal, is very difficult.
Infants can learn from a single event and maintain that information for
some time. Because infants cannot verbalize what they can remember,

researchers have used creative tasks to test their memory instead. For

(2
example, in one task, researchers tied a ribbon to an infant’s foot and attached

a *mobile to the other end. They measured how long it took the baby to learn
that when they kick their feet the mobile moves. Then the researchers waited
a certain amount of time (e.g., a few hours, days, or weeks) and again
attached the ribbon to the baby's foot. Because babies are interested in the
movement of the mobile, if they remembered their previous experience, they
would immediately start kicking their feet, and it would be faster compared to
control infants who had not been exposed to the mobile and ribbon before. 1f
they forgot about it, then it would take some time for them to relearn that
kicking makes the mobile move, and would be similar to control infants. Using
this task and similar tasks, researchers have shown that infants can remember
for weeks, depending on the exact age of the infant. Researchers have also
shown some parallels between childhood memory and adult memory. For

(3
example, when the infants are exposed to the ribbon and mobile twice, they

will remember for longer if the two exposures were spaced out in time
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compared to massed very close together.

However, assessing childhood episodic memories becomes complicated.
i4)
Take the example of the infants learning that they kick with a ribhon tied to

their foot, they can move a mobile. Through their behavior, kicking quickly
when put in the same situation again, they show evidence of retaining that past
experience. Thus, we can confidently say they have memory ability. But are
they consciously remembering the past experience, as would be required to
demonstrate episodic memory? Or have they simply learned an association? In
other words, we do not know whether their memory is explicit or implicit.
Because they cannot verbalize what they are thinking, we cannot ask them

whether they have a conscious awareness of the memory.

I implicit FEREZL  explicit BARMTL
mobile EE—JI (ZEXKOFRNSETY D EFRHTERVLWEHZETEH
FHE)

({88 : Megan Sumeracki and Althea Need Kaminske, The Psychology of
Memory. 2024, —ERZ)
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FOELEGH, REICEI LI N,

In Australia, where sport is a vital part of the culture, “fair go” is a
frequently used phrase. It implies “fair treatment,” and represents the national
ideal of equal opportunity and treatment for all members of society. Many
people shout this during sporting events, usually to exhort their favorites to
fight fair and square and never give up. Football is the most popular sport
*Down Under.,

When I interviewed a local pro foothall team coach in charge of grooming
junior players, he told me about the difficulty of “instructing youngsters in
keeping with the fair go principle.” He explained that even among children who
are in the same form at school, their levels of physical development differ by
their birth months and also the fact that every child grows at their own pace.
And a 12-vear-old who is just *mediocre may blossom into an MVP at age 16.

RO EEOELFELWC &7, If everyone on the team is given
)

(1
the same chance to play, even slow developers may experience the joy of

becoming better after repeated tries. 1 was impressed by this coach, who said
it was his job to explain this training method properly to the kids’ parents.

{ HAIZESDM? A recent Asahi Shimbun digital edition story was titled
“T;I%)O in 10 kids never got on the pitch.” It was about national soccer
championship games for elementary school pupils, held last December, where
139 out of 749 registered kids ended up sitting out the games.

1 imagine this had to do with the “winning is everything” mentality in the
background, and my heart goes out to the youngsters who never got their
chance to play. SRV H—PFETHDEDIL, RADHBBEEIZZ/Z
H > TNIRNR. ?

Ensuring equal playing opportunity for all is now a global trend, and I also
understand that there are already some events that require everyone to play. 1
expect a higher level of awareness on the part of team managers and coaches.

Jr7 c IR TFELEEOREMNEA D 0.
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£ Down Under #F—2Z+F U7 mediocre FA

(Hi8Y : The Asahi Shimbun, May 24, 2025, ¥ E)

axfE 1 TRE~DEIR LT N,
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