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LTOEXESEA M1 ~HSICEALEL,

Technologies can help make our world fairer, more peaceful, and more just.
Digital advances can support and accelerate achievement of each of the 17
Sustainable Development Goals — from ending extreme poverty to reducing
maternal and infant mortality, promoting sustainable farming and decent work,
and achieving universal literacy. But technologies can also threaten privacy, erode
security and fuel inequality. They have implications for human rights and human
agency. Like generations before, we have a choice to make in how we harness and
manage new technologies.

(1) In the health

sector, for instance, Al-enabled frontier technologies are helping to save lives,

diagnose diseases and extend life expectancy. In education, virtual learning
environments and distance learning have opened up programs to students who
would otherwise be excluded. (&8} Big data can also support more responsive and
accurate policies and programs.

However, those yet to be connected remain cut off from the benefits of this new
era and remain further behind. (58) For example, globally, the proportion of

women using the internet is 12 per cent lower than that of men. While this gap

narrowed in most regions between 2013 and 2017, it widened in the least developed
countries from 30 per cent to 33 per cent. (2) (EH)
Throughout history, technological revolutions have changed the labour force. (&

B&) This current wave of change is likely to have profound impacts. For example,
the TLO estimates that the shift to a greener economy could create 24 million new
jobs globally by 2030 through the adoption of sustainable practices in the energy
sector, the use of electric vehicles and increasing energy efficiency in existing and
future buildings.

Meanwhile, (&E&) 800 million people could lose their jobs to automation by 2030,
while polls reveal that the majority of all employees worry that they do not have the
necessary training or skills to get a well-paid job.
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