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We can divide human activities roughly into two classes: mere behavior
and action. Mere behavior includes what happens inside our bodies, such as
the beating of our hearts, or at the body’s surface, reflexive withdrawal from
painful stimuli. Action differs from mere behavior. It is what we do

(a)
intentionally as opposed to what happens to our bodies. Actions are behaviors

that are somehow under our control or could be, if we gave them enough
thought. The difference between action and behavior is difficult to state.
Some things we do seem to fall on the borderline between these two
categories — yawns, for example. And sometimes actions and mere behavior
are hard to tell apart: there could be no difference in the body’s movement
hetween a blink and a wink. But the difference between them is crucial for the
social sciences.

Social science begins with the aim of explaining human action — not mere
behavior. When and why the eye blinks is a matter for physiology, not social
science. But when and why people wink at others concerns the anthropologist,
the sociologist, and the psychologist. This is because winking is an action.
Social science begins with the objective of explaining action, but it does not end
there. Much of social science is concerned with explaining large-scale events,
for example, inflation or war. It is also concerned with institutions, such as
the jury system or marriage rules. Social scientists also try to uncover and
explain statistical findings about large groups. But the large-scale events,
social institutions, and statistical regularities are made up of organized
aggregations of individual actions.

Some social scientists, especially psychologists, have been unhappy with a
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strict distinction between action and behavior. They have sought to explain
human action by showing that it is nothing but “mere” behavior, although more
complex than blinks. Other social scientists have no interest in explaining

(b
what single or small numbers of people do — regardless of whether it is action

or behavior; still others hold that their disciplines should focus only on large-
scale social phenomena, not what single or small numbers of people do. Yet
because the action/behavior distinction is so deeply established in our
conception, it is difficult to weaken social science’s interest in explaining what
people do as human action.

[Adapted from Alexander Rosenberg (2016), Philosophy of Social Science)
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(1) A: Why is she so upset?
B: You were so late. She must ( ) waited over an hour for you to

come.

(2) A: Could I see Mr. Morgan, please?

B: I'm sorry, but he's ( ) of the office at the moment.

3 A ( ) was the view like at the top of Mount Fuji?

B:  Absolutely breathtaking. 1 was impressed.

4) A: It goes ( ) saying that Japan is economically developed.

B: Yes. But, still Japan has so many problems.

(5) A: We had ( ) not park the car around here.

B: Why? Have you seen a no-parking sign?

- 3 — OM4(836—75)



ROM~OBMWELWEIZARD L DI, Zhehd( ) D OREA AN

MATZE WY, RERAMICIE( JNDHELEAT B &,

(1) Thereis (little, can, about, they, very, do) the problem.

(2) 1live in (see, whose, vou, roof, the apartment, there).

(3) She is (as, she, an expert, if, talking, were) in early childhood

education.

(4) 1t is very important for the doctor to (patient’s, informed, medical, be,

of, the) record.

(5) No (than, 1, is, girl, taller, other) in my class.

ROFGFEOERMS 1 DZEEY, FFERMOD ( VICERL-EROHRSZ

sADLE, 100EREOEBTCHIDOEZZEEL I, (How are you? 13 3 35
EBAET.)

(1) Describe the type of souvenir that best represents your hometown.

(2) What are the things people should keep in mind when traveling abroad for

the first time?
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